
 

 

 

 

Our ref: 6985/20 

 
"How many calls received and crimes recorded since 2015, where the caller has mentioned the word 
"Boris Johnson" for any reason? 

 

The West Yorkshire Police Service can neither confirm nor deny, that it holds the information you 
requested, as the duty in s1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 does not apply, by virtue of 
Section 31 (3) Law Enforcement and Section 40 (5) Personal Information. 

 
Please see Appendix A for the full legislative explanation as to why West Yorkshire Police can neither 
Confirm nor Deny, whether any information is held. 

 
 
 



 

 

Appendix A 
 

The Freedom of Information Act 2000, creates a statutory right of access to information held by Public 
Authorities. A Public Authority in receipt of a request, must if permitted state under Section 1(a) of the 
FOI Act, whether it holds the requested information and if held, then communicate that information to the 
applicant, under Section 1(b) of the Act. 

 
The right of access to information is not without exception and is subject to a number of exemptions. 
These exemptions are designed to enable public authorities, to withhold information that is unsuitable for 
release. 

 
Importantly the Act is designed to place information into the public domain, so that is accessible if 
granted to one person under the Act. It is then considered public information and must be communicated 
to any individual, should a request be received. 

 
Decision  

 

This letter serves as a Refusal Notice under Section 17 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

Section 17 of the Act provides: 

(1) A public authority which, in relation to any request for information, is to any extent relying on a Claim, 
that information is exempt information must within the time for complying with Section 1(1), giving the 
applicant a notice which:- 

 
(a) States the fact, 
(b) Specifies the exemption in question, and 
(c) States (if that would not otherwise be apparent) why the exemption applies. 

 
Reason for decision.  

 

The West Yorkshire Police Service can neither confirm nor deny, that it holds the information you 
requested, as the duty in s1(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 does not apply. By virtue of  
the following exemptions: 

 
Section 31 (3) Law Enforcement 
Section 40 (5) Personal Information 

 
Section 31 is a qualified prejudice based exemption and therefore requires evidence of harm (prejudice) 
and the public interest test to be considered. 

 

Harm 

Information (aka intelligence) is provided to the Police Service in confidence by ‘people’. The public 
expect police forces and other law enforcement agencies to use all powers and tactics available to them 
in their endeavour to prevent and detect crime or disorder and maintain public safety. There are a 
number of tactics available for gathering intelligence including, as in this case, recording information that 
is provided by members of the public when they contact West Yorkshire Police of their own volition. 

The College of Police APP Information Management Module is a national standard adhered to by all 
police forces across England and Wales. Police Information refers to all information obtained, recorded 
or processed for a policing purpose and includes information which is processed (known as data, 
including personal data) and information which has been subject to a process of evaluation (known as 
intelligence). 

The Police Service would never confirm or deny whether information has been supplied by members of 
the public relating to a named individual or not, whoever that individual may be, unless there is genuine 
operational reason to do so. If West Yorkshire Police reveals information, by confirming information is 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.app.college.police.uk%2Fapp-content%2Finformation-management%2F%3Fx&data=04%7C01%7CFOI%40westyorkshire.police.uk%7C4ab350545e2c4b18b54708d89126b83f%7C681f73102191469b8ea0f76b4a7f699f%7C0%7C1%7C637418942776511701%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3%2B%2BnyJH7Na6EDJCDjXzG7uYRSo8QyS%2BAJJ6eDKzzcNk%3D&reserved=0


 

 

held (by citing an exemption) or, conversely, stating no information is held, that in itself reveals 
information about a named individual and would undermine the above APP. 

In addition, the flow of information (intelligence) into West Yorkshire Police could be compromised which 
would have an impact on our ability to collect reliable and accurate intelligence resulting in more costly 
and time consuming methods of collecting information. 

 

Factors favouring complying with Section 1(1)(a) confirming information is held 
Boris Johnson is the current Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and that in itself favours complying 
with s1(1)(a). 

 

Factors against complying with Section 1(1)(a) neither confirming nor denying that information is 
held 

West Yorkshire Police has a duty of care to the community at large and public safety is of paramount 
importance. If an FOI disclosure reveals information to the world by not adopting an NCND position, this 
action would compromise the effective delivery of operational law enforcement as detailed in the harm 
above. 
West Yorkshire Police relies on information being supplied by the public. Irrespective of  what  
information is or is not held, by applying substantive exemptions would indicate that information is held 
and therefore revealing sensitive personal information about an individual. Such action would act as a 
deterrent to the public to provide intelligence to the force. 

 

Balance Test 
The points above highlight the merits of confirming or denying that information pertinent to this request 
exists. The Police Service relies heavily on the public and other law enforcement agencies providing 
information. The public has an expectation that any information they provide will be treated with 
confidence and in line with the APP Information Management Module. Anything that will place that 
confidence at risk, no matter how generic, would undermine any trust or confidence other agencies and 
individuals have in the Police Service. 

The effective delivery of operational law enforcement takes priority and is at the forefront of West 
Yorkshire Police to ensure the prevention and detection of crime is carried out and the effective 
apprehensive or prosecution of offenders is maintained. 

Therefore, at this moment in time, it is our opinion that for these issues the balance test for Neither 
Confirming Nor Denying that information is held is appropriate in this case. 

 
Section 40 is an absolute class based exemption therefore there is no requirement to provide evidence 
of harm or consider the public interest test. 

 
Any disclosure under Freedom of Information is a disclosure to the world at large not just the person 
making the request. To confirm or deny whether any information is held relevant to this request would 
significantly increase the risk of individuals being identified which would breach principle 1 (lawfulness, 
fairness and transparency) of the Data Protection Act 2018. 

 

No inference can be taken from this refusal that information does or does not exist. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


