
Our ref: 7270/20 

 
How many protest organisers have contacted your force stating their plans to organise a protest between 
23rd March 2020 and 15th December 2020? 

 

West Yorkshire Police do not currently record this information centrally, requests are made from multiple 
points of contact and these have not been collated across the force. 

 
Of these, how many protests were approved? 
How many were rejected on the grounds of coronavirus legislation? 
How many were cancelled or postponed by the organisers of their own accord? 

 
West Yorkshire Police do not approve or reject protests, therefore this information is not held. 

 
The role of the police force is to ensure any person’s right to protest is supported whilst maintaining the 
safety of the local communities and those attending. Throughout the pandemic West Yorkshire Police 
has aimed to assess every set of circumstances on its own merits before deciding on any course 
of action. 

 
When dealing with protest requests, does your force provide routine guidance, questionnaires or 
templates to those seeking to organise? If yes, please attach these. Given changes in Regulations, 
please provide for each period: - 
Between 23rd March 2020 and 3rd July 2020 (Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) 
Regulations 2020) – 
Between 3rd July 2020 and 14th October 2020 (Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) 
(No. 2) Regulations 2020) 
Between 14th October 2020 and 5th November 2020 (Health Protection (Coronavirus, Local Alert Level) 
(England) Regulations 2020) 
Between 5th November 2020 and 2nd December 2020 (Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) 
(England) (No. 4) Regulations 2020) 
From 2nd December 2020 to 15th December 2020(Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) 
(England) (All Tiers) Regulations 2020). 

 

West Yorkshire Police provide information and guidance surrounding this online available via the 
following link; https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/advice/our-services/guidance-event- 
organisers/guidance-event-organisers/demonstrations 
Further information and guidance can be found on the Government website. 

 

West Yorkshire Police also engage with potential organisers and offer any advice that is sought with a 
view to support the public's right to protest whilst balancing other people's human rights, by encouraging 
people to act responsibly following government guidance to take all reasonable measures to limit 
transmission of COVID 19. 

During the times where the risk of transmission of COVID 19 was at one of its highest points there was 
no exception to protest factored into these regulations as clearly Article 2 - Right to Life far outweighed 
that right to protest. In line with responsibilities set out under ECHR, West Yorkshire Police continued to 
assess each circumstance based on its own merits, again before deciding on any course of action. 

 
What is your force’s procedure for assessing risk assessments provided by protest organisers? – 

West Yorkshire Police, as it has done since March 2020 follows the law as outlined at the relevant time, 
when assessing risk assessments during the pandemic. 

 
 
 
 

 

https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/advice/our-services/guidance-event-organisers/guidance-event-organisers/demonstrations
https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/advice/our-services/guidance-event-organisers/guidance-event-organisers/demonstrations

